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7 

Introduction 

Welcome to Agilix 
Backpack! 

Agilix Backpack is the first mobile learning organizer for students that allows you to ñtake it with 
you.ò 

Download from Blackboard  

With Backpack, you can download your course materials off Blackboard®, so you can have 
access to the information anytime, even when you are not connected. The Whatôs New button 
keeps you from having to ñhuntò for new postings by your teachers. Teacher-provided Word® 
documents, PDFs and PowerPoint® presentations can be pulled down for later use. You can 
also send your assignments through Backpack to the server and participate in discussion 
boards even while offline. 

Organize everything in one place 

Much more than simply a planner, think of Backpack as an electronic 3-ring binder where you 
can keep class schedules, course information, class notes, and a host of other important 
information at your fingertips. 

Backpack lets you store all of your calendar & assignments in an electronic syllabus organized 
by course. Your calendar & assignments get mapped to the calendar & task manager. And you 
can use Backpack to manage your busy schedule ï classes, projects, and assignments, so you 
can stay organized.  

You can even store your Backpack files on a USB or school-supplied network drive, so you can 
take your files with you, even when you donôt have your computer. Just login to any on campus 
computer and you have access to all your Backpack data. 
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Personalize your learning 

With Backpack you can take digital notes, and store them in your course tab along with your 
Blackboard content. Backpack provides a built-in auto-outliner, rich formatting, and the ability to 
insert pictures and hyperlinks. And because your Backpack-stored notes are in digital form, you 
can search for content in them easily. 

Whether you do research through GoogleÊ or through your libraryôs online databases, 
information can be easily stored digitally and organized by class for quick retrieval. In addition, 
any of your documents, your teacherôs documents or your research can be "captured" to allow 
them to support annotated comments. 

The full text of all of your notes (even hand-written notes), research papers, and ñcaptured,ò 
teacher-provided PDFs and PowerPoint presentations are indexed, making it very easy to 
search and locate the important information ï to help you study for tests or grab bibliographic 
source information for your reports.  
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Chapter 1 

System Requirements 

Backpack System Requirements  

To install and run Backpack, your computer must meet the following minimum requirements: 

 

Operating System Minimum Requirements Recommended Requirements 

Windows XP SP2 

Á 500Mhz Pentium class processor 

Á 256MB RAM 

Á 100MB hard disk 

Á 1Ghz Pentium class processor 

Á 512MB RAM 

Á 200MB hard disk 

Windows Vista  

Á 1Ghz Pentium class processor 

Á 512MB RAM 

Á 100MB hard disk 

Á 1.5Ghz Pentium class processor 

Á 1GB RAM 

Á 200MB hard disk 

 
In addition to the above system requirements, the following may also be necessary: 

Á If installing from CD, you will need a CD-ROM or DVD drive 

Á If installing on a Tablet PC, you will need Microsoft® Windows® XP Tablet PC Edition for 
Tablet PCs, with the Microsoft.Ink.dll CLR2.0 Update Patch installed.  

Note: If the patch is not detected during Backpack installation, you will be directed to a 
Microsoft website to download and install the patch. This will require an active 
Internet connection. Please follow the instructions provided on-screen.  

  If you are running virus protection software on your system, you may need to grant 
permission or give authorization for the script to run. This is a normal procedure, and 
should not be cause for concern. 
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Microsoft .NET 2.0 Framework 

In addition, Backpack requires the Microsoft .NET 2.0 Framework be installed on your system. If 
you are using Windows Vista, the .NET 2.0 Framework is already installed on your system. If 
you are using Windows XP, you will need to install it on your computer if it is not already there. 
During the installation process, Backpack will verify that the .NET 2.0 Framework is installed. If 
it is not present, the InstallShield Wizard will connect to the Internet to download the necessary 
files from a secure website. Please follow the instructions displayed on screen to install the 
.NET 2.0 Framework. Once Framework installation is complete, the Backpack installation will 
continue. 

Note: You will require an active Internet connection to download and install the .NET 2.0 
Framework. Depending on your connection speed, this may take several minutes. 

 

Product Updates 

Product updates are periodically available. You can be notified of product updates through the 
Backpack Automatic Updates feature, or check for updates manually, as desired. 

 

Automatic Updates 

Notifications for product updates come automatically over the Internet. You will be prompted 
with the option of automatically updating your Backpack whenever a newer version is available. 
You can disable this feature by deselecting it from Help | Enable Automatic Updates. 
 

Manual Updates 

You can check for updates to Backpack manually. 

1. With your computer connected to the Internet, choose Help | Check for Updates from the 
menu bar. 

2. You will be prompted if an update is available. Follow the instructions displayed on the 
screen. 
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Chapter 2 

Getting Around in 
Backpack 

Like any application, Backpack has its own collection of menu options, buttons, and other 
navigational controls. You may wish to review this section to familiarize yourself with Backpack 
features and terminology before continuing. 

Courses and 
Announcements Buttons 

Calendar 

Menus 

Toolbar 

Tabs 

Tasks & 
Appointments 
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To start Backpack  

Double-click the desktop icon to launch Backpack. 

Backpack Home 

The first screen you will see on opening Backpack is the Home page. 

 

 
 

In addition to the menus and buttons (which will be described in detail in the next chapter), there 
are two important buttons on this page. 

Á Download a course now! ï Clicking this button will open the Download Course Wizard. To 
learn how to download your Blackboard courses, see Download Courses from 
Blackboard.   

Á Learn Backpack Features ï Clicking this button will launch a Flash overview of Backpack 
to get you acquainted with the key features of the product.  

Once you have downloaded a course from the Blackboard server (or initially, if you upgraded 
from Backpack 2.0), the Home page will be different and no longer display these links in this 
manner. However, you will still be able to access each of these features through options in the 
Download and Help menus. 

 




